
TRAILHEAD AT CHAMIZAL VILLAGE OF LOS RANCHOS, NM 87107

Image: View of the main entrance and leasing office from the south, looking northeast.

Project Data

Location:                  Southeast corner of 4th & Osuna
  Village of Los Ranchos
                                 Los Ranchos, New Mexico
Site Area:           
Site 1: 85,325 SF; 1.95 acres
 # of Dwelling Units: 68 Units 
 (42-1 BR/1BA, 7-2 BR/1BA, 8-2BR/2BA, 11-3BR/2BA)
 # of “Type A” Units: 4 Units 
 Density:                    34.36  DU/acre
 
Site 2:      93,979 SF; 2.16 acres
 # of Dwelling Units: 75 Units 
 (34-1 BR/1BA, 11-2 BR/1BA, 21-2BR/2BA, 9-3BR/2BA)
 # of “Type A” Units: 4 Units 
 Density:                    35.65  DU/acre
 
Site 3: 87,557 SF; 2.01 Acres
 # of Dwelling Units: 61 Units 
 (40-1 BR/1BA, 18-2 BR/1BA, 3-2BR/2BA, 0-3BR/2BA)
 # of “Type A” Units: 3 Units
 Density:                    29.9  DU/acre

Occupancy:               R-2
Construction Type: V-A
Setbacks:  Front = 5’ min and 18’ max, Side = 15’, Rear = 15’  
Zoning:  VC Project Area (Village Center)
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 Trailhead at Chamizal is located at the heart of the Village of Los 
Ranchos – the Village Center – at the southeast corner of 4th Street and 
Osuna Road. The first development within this future agricultural destination 
celebrating the bounding Chamizal Lateral, the agricultural history of Los 
Ranchos, and the people who have and will reside here. A destination rooted 
in a village farm where visitors can experience the tradition of irrigation of 
crops which will be harvested and served within the village food court, micro-
restaurants, brewpub, and development center. A central amphitheater will 
provide entertainment along with learning opportunities for families within 
the community-at-large and for the future adjacent family housing currently 
planned. The Trailhead at Chamizal community will be the first phase of the 
development, an affordable family community, establishing the potential of an 
intergenerational community, an agricultural-contemporary design aesthetic, 
and a feeling of home.
 Trailhead at Chamizal, sponsored by Palindrome Communities, is 
intentionally located at the intersection of the growing Village of Los Ranchos, 
within walking distance of active bus routes, bike routes, newly developed 
walking paths along 4th Street leading to existing shopping, service, and 
entertainment opportunities already established, while contributing to 
additional opportunities as future phases are developed. It is designed to 
serve the local markets as a considerate balance of agricultural motifs blended 
with contemporary style to meet market demand with a traditional charm 
reflecting the unique history of the area. Trailhead at Chamizal serves as 
the anchor of the community ensuring population and demonstrating values 
of environmental and agricultural sustainability, while fulfilling the market 
demand for affordable housing in the area. 
 As a three-story affordable housing development located on 6.12 
acres within the Village of Los Ranchos, the design takes into careful 
consideration the balance between urban apartments and the traditionally less 
dense residential Village architecture. The three-story mass intentionally steps 
back at various levels with balconies, elevation step backs and integration 
of a variety of human-scale elements such as sloping standing seam metal 
awnings providing shade and visual interest, low patio walls with entry 
porches and metal fabricated guardrails providing visibility and defensible 
space, and Juliet balconies with a variety of window sizes maintaining 
a residential feel. These human-scale strategies allow for density while 
balancing the surrounding context. Additional contextual elements celebrating 
the agricultural history of the site have been woven into the design from iconic 
architectural elements of the North Valley such as wood columns and lintels, 
galvanized metal sloping roofs, and familiar repurposed elements such as the 
use of cylindrical mass representing agricultural silos, irrigation compuerta 
used as gateways throughout the development, and a landmark water tower – 
forming a sense of destination and celebration of the North Valley. 
 
The buildings are designed around five key features: 
 •  Exterior courtyards created in the voids of the building that provide 
space for a community garden with raised beds incorporating universal design and 
accessibility for ease of use for all ages population; a flowering vine covered pergola 

on site #3 providing shade and aromatic textures as a gateway into the courtyard; a 
central trellised walkway where hops can grow and shade structures with outdoor 
seating throughout the site. Flexible, moveable furniture will be selected for a range of 
uses. The shade structures also serve as gathering spaces for all ages throughout the 
site. A play area is designed adjacent to main amenity spaces planned for play structures 
with an agricultural feel. 
 •  Community silos located both at site 2 and 3 houses a two-story community 
room from the ground floor’s entry lobby with furnishings for gatherings, and private 
events - social items critical for a potential resident looking to be a part of the greater 
community. The leasing office, located at site 2 grounds the base of the community silo 
at this location - a centralized location between the three buildings. The building on site 
3 is accessible by elevator, gaining access to three separate outdoor terraces created 
surrounding the cylindrical shape of the silo on the exterior at various levels, including a 
third-floor roof terrace with outdoor bbq grills, overhead festive lighting, and countertop 
seating overlooking the exterior courtyard. 
 •  Light courts and outdoor walkways are introduced at all buildings allowing 
for additional natural light with opportunities for roof structures resembling the top of a 
silo for additional space for residents to interact and build community, while experiencing 
remnants of the agricultural architecture.  
 •  Proximity to mixed uses on the site and nearby is a key feature of this 
community. With microretail grounding the base of site 1 and adjacency to the future 
development of sites to the south of the property which will include a grocery store, 
urban farms, and hotel. 
 •  Finally, an access point to the trails along the Chamizal Lateral provides the 
community with its name, Trailhead at Chamizal, allows for further connection between 
the site and the community and additional fitness opportunities for residents at the 
Trailhead at Chamizal. 

 In addition to the program listed above, convenient mail access with 
extra space for package delivery systems lines the main entry foyer leading to 
the property management’s office, social service’s coordinator’s office, public 
restrooms, a business center and lobby – all collocated for convenience and 
management oversight. Dwelling units are located along double-loaded open-
air corridors that all terminate with a view allowing ample natural light into the 
walkways. Dwelling units are designed for convenience for the residents with a 
variety of kitchen layouts, storage options, and large accessible and adaptable 
restrooms to meet universal design concepts. Dwelling units are served by a 
centralized hot water system allowing for water heating efficiency and more 
space within apartments for the resident – the project will be designed for a 
future solar collector system to preheat the hot water or photovoltaic system (PV-
readiness) for additional energy efficiency. Additional energy efficiency strategies 
will be implemented to ensure the project meets at HERS of 55 or less. In addition 
to energy conservation, plumbing fixtures provided will be installed to achieve the 
MFA Design Guidelines water conservation goals with low flow fixtures.  
 From incorporation of literal agricultural elements such as garden beds 
and fruit trees, to incorporation of symbolic motifs representing the rich culture 
of the Village of Los Ranchos such as water towers, silos and compuertas, along 
with meeting market demands for apartment dwellers with children, the Trailhead 
at Chamizal will help create new roots for a new village center with housing at its 
core.

TRAILHEAD AT CHAMIZAL VILLAGE OF LOS RANCHOS, NM 87107

Image: View of the community from the corner of 4th and Osuna. Site entry compuer-
ta welcoming the greater community and iconic water tower defining the corner.

Image: View of the southside of the community, microretail shops at the base and 
residential dwelling units above. Entry icon - compuerta - greeting residents.

Image: View from 4th street - microretail shops at the base and residential dwelling 
units above.

Narrative
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The masterplan for the Village Center in Los Ranchos is comprised of 6 sites 
with a mix of uses celebrating the agricultural history of the Village of Los 
Ranchos. 
• Site #1 - Affordable Family Multifamily and Microretail - 68 Dwelling 

Units
• Site #2 - Affordable Family Multifamily - 75 Dwelling Units
• Site #3 - Affordable Family Multifamily - 61 Dwelling Units
• Site #4 - Future Hotel, Retail, Amphitheater, Urban Farm, Workshop
• Site #5 - Future Multifamily or Townhomes
• Site #6 - Future Grocery Store

Village Center - Master Plan

TRAILHEAD AT CHAMIZAL VILLAGE OF LOS RANCHOS, NM 87107 Masterplan
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Unit Matrix - Breakdown Sites 1, 2 and 3
Designation Type Gross 

Heated 
Square 
Footage 
(GHSF)

Net 
Square 
Footage 
(SF)

Patio/ 
Balcony 
Area 
(SF)

Quantity Unit Type 
Percentages

1.1 1 BR/ 1 BA 590 550 50 12 57%
1.2 1 BR/ 1 BA 637 591 50 8

1.3 1 BR/ 1 BA 681 637 50 7

1.4 1 BR/ 1 BA 604 565 50 13

1.4A 1 BR/ 1 BA 604 565 50 -

1.5 1 BR/ 1 BA 548 507 82*/ 61 4

1.6 1 BR/ 1 BA 571 527 82*/ 61 42

1.7 1 BR/ 1 BA 639 597 - 26

1.7A 1 BR/ 1 BA 639 597 - -

1.8 1 BR/ 1 BA 873 823 - 4

2.1 2 BR/ 1 BA 848 792 50 18 18%

2.1A 2 BR/ 1 BA 848 792 50 -

2.2 2 BR/ 2 BA 896 836 82*/ 61 18

2.2A 2 BR/ 2 BA 896 836 82* -

2.3 2 BR/ 2 BA 945 881 82*/ 61 32 16%
2.3A 2 BR/ 2 BA 945 881 82* -

3.1 3 BR/ 2 BA 1192 1114 82*/ 61 20 10%
3.1A 3 BR/ 2 BA 1192 1114 82* -

204 100%

*Patio occurs at ground floor units only.
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